
 

 

Why Immigration Matters to All Americans 
 
Today’s Immigrants are Diverse and a Part of America’s Fabric 
 
➥ As of 2008, there were 39 million foreign-born people living in the United States, about 13% of the U.S. 

population.i 
 

➥ Of these 39 million immigrants, about 7 in 10 are naturalized citizens and lawfully residing non-citizens.ii 
There are approximately 11 million undocumented immigrants in the United States,iii who make up 4% of 
the U.S. population and 5.4% of the workforce.iv 

 
➥ The top 10 countries that foreign-born people in the United States come 

from are, in descending order: Mexico, China, the Philippines, India, El 
Salvador and Vietnam, Korea, Cuba, Canada, and the Dominican 
Republic.v 

 
➥ A growing percentage of migrants to the United States are women, due in 

large part to U.S. industries filling labor shortages in traditionally female 
occupations, the growth of human trafficking and servile marriage, and the 
displacement of women and children by armed conflict.vi For many women 
migrants, the primary way to get legal status is through joining their family 
members in the United States.vii 

 
Immigrants Provide Significant Contributions to the United States 
 
➥ People born in the United States gain an estimated $37 billion a year from the participation of immigrants 

in the U.S. economy;viii over their lifetimes, the average immigrant and her immediate descendants will 
contribute $80,000 more in taxes than they will receive in benefits.ix 

 
➥ As of February 2008, more than 65,000 immigrants (noncitizens and naturalized citizens) were serving on 

active duty in the U.S. Armed Services—this made up about 5% of all active duty personnel.x 
 
➥ After immigration, each generation of children achieves greater levels of educational attainment; among 

first generation parents, 38% have not graduated from high school, compared to only 10% of their second-
generation children.xi 

 
Immigrants to America Often Face Unfair Barriers and Discrimination 
 
➥ There are more people who qualify for family-based visas than the limited number of visas available, so 

many close family members of U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents must wait 7 to 10 years before 
being granted a visa and coming to the United States.xii 

 
➥ Every year, thousands of immigrants are subject to “mandatory detention” with no right to a hearing 

before judge.xiii 
 

im·mi·grant  
(ĭm`ĭ-grәnt):   
 
n. Any person who 
leaves one country to 
settle permanently in 
another. 
 

 



 

 

➥ Immigrant workers are often preyed upon by their employers and suffer from wage theft, workplace 
discrimination, or workplace injuries, with little to no recourse under the law.xiv 

 
Legalization Would Bolster and Build the U.S. Economy 
 
➥ $1.5 trillion dollars could be added to the U.S. gross domestic product over 10 years by providing a 

process for undocumented immigrants to get legal status.xv 
 
➥ In the first three years of a legalization program, the higher earning power of legalized workers would 

increase tax revenues from $4.5 to $5.4 billion dollars.xvi 
 
➥ These new immigrants with legal status generate increased consumer spending—enough to support 

750,000-900,000 new jobs in the United States.xvii 
 
➥ A legalization program would raise the “wage floor” for all workers—particularly in industries where 

large numbers of easily-exploited, low-wage, and undocumented immigrants currently work.xviii 
 
 

To learn more about the national effort for comprehensive immigration reform, visit 
http://reformimmigrationforamerica.org/ 
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